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Executive Summary 
 

In May, 2015, the Mississippi Lakes Association (MLA) published the Lake Plan. The purpose of the Plan 

was twofold: to identify social, natural and physical features of Mississippi Lake; and, to provide an 

action blueprint for the MLA to undertake in support of the lake (Section 1: Introduction). 

In creating the Lake Plan, a tremendous effort was applied to develop a realistic set of objectives and 

great cooperation was gained from all stake holders to ensure the relevance and importance of the 

proposed actions. The result was the identification of six key goals, each of which has a series of 

objectives and key action items. These goals, objectives and action items have guided the work of the 

MLA since the Plan was published. 

The work undertaken during the development of the Plan allowed the MLA to achieve very good results 

across most of the initiatives identified in the past five years. Further information regarding the work of 

the MLA against each goal can be found in Section 2: Report Card 2015 Lake Plan Goals and Actions. 

The MLA decided in the spring of 2020 that the 2015 Lake Plan should be reviewed and updated. In 

reviewing the original goals and objectives, it was determined that the validity of the original goals and 

objectives remains strong, so the new 2021 Plan is an update to these aims to adjust to evolving issues 

and priorities (see Section 3: Lake Plan Update). The 2021 Plan builds on the original Plan’s solid 

foundation without the requirement to start all over again from scratch.  Consultation on the new Plan 

was therefore not as extensive as was necessary for the previous Plan. 

The actions captured under the Goals in both the 2015 and the 2021 Plans are aimed at providing 

information and guidance to the public and are ongoing in nature. The new 2021 Lake Plan is intended 

to guide the MLA’s activities over the next five years; however, it is recognized that the document must 

be flexible and able to evolve over time as new issues and challenges present themselves to the MLA. 

This was determined to be the optimum approach for the MLA, which does not have a regulatory role, 

but was established to represent the interests and values of the Mississippi Lake community. 
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Section 1: Introduction 

 

History of the Lake Plan 
The development of the Mississippi Lake Plan began in 2012 with the initiation of the Planning Team and 

the Advisory Committee, along with securing funding from the Ontario Trillium Foundation. The process 

was led by members of the Mississippi Lakes Association (MLA), with active participation by the Centre 

for Sustainable Watersheds, the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVCA) and area 

municipalities. 

A Community Survey, developed in April 2012, gathered advice and recommendations from the people 

who live around the lake. In June 2014, the Mississippi Lake Today Report was published, providing a 

snapshot of the state of the lake’s environment, land use and development levels and its boating and 

recreational conditions. 

A public forum was held in June 2014, the results of which were published in the Reviewing Potential 

Actions for the Mississippi Lake Plan Report. A second public forum was held in September 2014, 

resulting in an update to the Reviewing Potential Actions for the Mississippi Lake Plan Report. 

During the period October 2014-April 2015, a draft of the Mississippi Lake Plan was developed and was 

subsequently submitted to the township councils and the Technical Advisory Committee for review. 

Feedback was incorporated into the draft document and the Mississippi Lake Plan was launched at the 

Annual General Meeting of the MLA on 30 May 2015. The 2015 Lake Plan is available on the MLA 

website. 

 

Objectives of the Lake Plan 
The purpose of the Lake Plan was to identify and protect the significant social, natural and physical 

features that make the lake and its surrounding area a healthy natural environment and a desirable 

place for people to live and visit. The Plan was to provide an action blueprint for the lake, based on 

extensive community involvement and an assessment of the current conditions of the lake at the time. A 

set of actions were identified to address the value and issues identified during the development of the 

Plan. 

Six key categories of concern were identified, each with a primary goal (as outlined below). Each 

category also provided a list of specific actions to be undertaken. 

Water Quality 

Work toward maintaining high water quality in Mississippi Lake and its inflowing streams to support a 

healthy natural environment and to support the use and enjoyment by residents and visitors. 

Aquatic Vegetation/Algae 
Work toward achieving a balance of aquatic vegetation to support the ecological needs of the lake and 

allow for the continued human enjoyment of the lake. 
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Water Levels and Flooding 
Work toward community awareness of water level management to sustain natural ecosystems and to 

minimize risks from flooding. 

Natural Environment 
Work toward maintaining a healthy and diverse ecosystem, including a healthy fishery. 

Land Use and Development 
Work toward future development that maintains the character of the lake and that protects the natural 

environment, water quality and the social/recreational features of Mississippi Lake. 

Social and Recreational Activity 
Promote social and recreational activities that respect the natural environment, the residents and users 

of the lake and help to build a sense of community. 

 

Intent of the Update to the Lake Plan 
The MLA Board of Directors (BOD) agreed to undertake an update to the Lake Plan in the spring of 2020. 

The intent of the update was twofold: to produce a ‘report card’ on MLA activities in relation to the 

2015 actions identified for each objective and goal; and, to determine what the current concerns and 

issues were for the lake community.  

 

Process to Update the Lake Plan 
To steps undertaken to update the Lake Plan were: 

1. Complete a review of the 2015 Lake Plan. 

2. Review all documentation MLA activities since 2015 (minutes from Board, Committee and Sub-

Committee meetings; Progress Charts; the MLA website; etc.). 

3. Create a summary Report Card of the original goals and objectives of the Lake Plan and the 

activities undertaken by the MLA from 2015 to the end of 2020. 

4. Compile a Values Survey questionnaire to be completed by the lake community. 

5. Publish and advertise the Values Survey. 

6. Compile the results of the Values Survey and use these results to guide the creation of an 

updated draft Lake Plan for the MLA. 

7. Submit the updated draft Lake Plan to the MLA Board of Directors for review and comment.  

8. Incorporate review feedback into the document and publish the final MLA Report Card and Lake 

Plan Update. 
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Section 2: Report Card on the 2015 Lake Plan Goals and Actions 
 

Introduction 
As part of the initiative to update the 2015 Mississippi Lake Plan, the MLA decided to complete a Report 

Card on its activities from 2015 to the end of 2020. It is the intent of this Report Card to provide a factual 

account of these activities and to provide insight as to whether or not the activities of the MLA 

supported and achieved the objectives outlined in the Lake Plan. 

Methodology 
The 2015 Mississippi Lake Plan consolidated all the proposed actions into a series of tables, an example 

of which is shown below.  

 

 

 

To measure activities against these goals, objectives and actions, the MLA BOD created a series of 

Progress Charts (available on the MLA website). The activities of the MLA and its volunteers are reported 

on a monthly basis during the MLA Board of Director meetings. The information provided is collated and 

the Progress Charts are updated. 

To create the Report Card section of this document, a review was conducted of the following materials: 
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1. The 2015 Lake Plan, specifically the Goals, Objectives and Action tables. 

2. All MLA Board of Director meeting minutes from 2015-2020. 

3. All MLA Committee meeting minutes from 2015-2020. 

4. The MLA website. 

5. The MLA Progress Charts. 

All of the applicable activities noted in this review were tabulated and put into tables shown on the next 

few pages of this document. These tables outline the: goal, objective, proposed actions, activities 

undertaken and notes, if required. It is the intent of this analysis to document the activities of the MLA 

against the proposed actions derived from the 2015 Mississippi Lake Plan. 
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GOAL: Water Quality 
Work toward maintaining high water quality in Mississippi Lake and its inflowing streams to support a healthy natural environment and to 

support the use and enjoyment by residents and neighbours. 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Monitor and assess 
overall water 
quality 

Continue to participate in the Lake Partner and 
Watershed Watch program 

• Conducted an Ecological Modelling project in cooperation 
with the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (MVCA) 
and Queen’s University (2017 and 2018). 

• Purchased 15 water testing kits from Water Rangers Canada 
with a $2,500.00 grant from Lanark County Community 
Grant program. Lake water testing (2018, 2019, 2020) 
involved Carleton Place High School science students, 
Carleton Place Canoe Club and residents around the lake. 
Program is ongoing. 

• Conducted the Mississippi Lake Tributary Sampling Project 
(2017 and 2018) on tributaries coming into the lake and on 
one location in the Middle Lake. 

• Established contact with Geoff Hall (Water Research Centre, 
Queen’s University) to determine if the Centre could assist 
with an assessment of water quality monitoring practices on 
the lake in order to develop a comprehensive water quality 
monitoring program for the lake. 

• Conducted a Microplastics Survey (2019) of the lake and 
published article on website. 

 

 Continue supporting the conduct of a nutrient 
budget, as currently undertaken by the 
Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 

 Assess current water quality monitoring 
programs and result and, in consultation with 
water quality experts, develop options as 
required to establish a comprehensive water 
quality monitoring program for the lake 

 Assess and report on water quality trends in 
relation to provincially designed objectives 

 Promote research initiatives to better 
understand the relationships between nutrient 
concentrations in lake water and the growth of 
algae and aquatic vegetation 

Reduce the 
negative impact of 
surface runoff 

Support and promote efforts to maintain and 
create natural buffers on the lake shore 

• Provided support for the Natural Edge Program sponsored 
by Watersheds Canada. Ongoing initiative. 

• Coordinated the presentation of the Natural Edge Program 
at the 2017 MLA AGM. 

• Advertised the Natural Edge program on Facebook, MLA 
website and MLA e-newsletter, Your Mississippi Minute 
(YMM). 

• Participated in Nutrient Management Working Group (2016) 
with representatives from Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MOECC), Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry (MNRF), MVCA, the Leeds Grenville 
Lanark Health Unit (LGLHU), Mississippi Rideau Septic 
System Office (MRSSO) and the MLA. The mandate was to 

 
 
 
 
 
Rural Clean 
Water program 
is defunct 

 Participate in and promote the Watersheds 
Canada Love Your Lake program 

 Research and apply as appropriate, available 
programs to assist communities in continuing 
‘best management practices’, such as the Rural 
Clean Water program 

 Seek agreement from municipalities to 
incorporate low-impact development (KID) 
practices in the design of developments 
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OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
provide advice and help to facilitate actions related to 
nutrient levels, nutrient inputs, their effects on the lake, 
related research and preventative/stewardship actions.  

Promote the 
proper operation 
of on-site sewage 
disposal systems 

Seek the co-operation of municipalities to 
implement an on-site sewage disposal system 
verification program 

• Published article on septic inspection on MLA website 
(2017). 

• Published information on the MLA website – wells, septic 
systems. 

• Assisted with creation and implementation of a Septic 
Inspection Workshop held by Lake Networking Group 
(2018). 

 

 Investigate funding models adopted by other 
communities regarding septic inspections and 
repairs 

 Investigate program options for grey water 
recycling 

Increase the lake 
community’s level 
of knowledge and 
awareness of 
water quality 
issues 

Record, interpret and report water quality results 
to the community 

• Updated and revised MLA website to include 
information/guidance on a wide variety of topics. Topics 
included: water level chart, water quality (State of the Lake 
Reports), water quality sampling, source water protection, 
watershed management plant, ice out dates, safe drinking 
water, Water Rangers. Ongoing initiative. 

• Published articles in YMM providing information on topics 
relevant to lake community. Ongoing initiative. 

• Promoted information and activities through MLA social 
media platform (Facebook). Ongoing initiative. 

• Attended Lake Networking Group semi-annual meetings. 
Ongoing initiative. 

• Created a Community Directory on MLA website (links to 
design and general contractors, drinking water and wells, 
fine dining, home and cottage, land planning and zoning 
services, real estate services, personal services, septic 
systems, maintenance and excavation). 

• Executed the Love Your Lake program (2016). Notice of 
individual reports for all lake properties was mailed (March 
2017). 

• Staffed booth at Carleton Place Spring Home Show (2016 
and 2017). 

• Staffed booth at Carleton Place Street Bazaar (Summerfest) 
(2018). 

The first four 
Italicized 
bullets in the 
ACTIVITIES 
UNDERTAKEN 
column are 
applicable to 
any objective 
which focused 
on increasing 
the 
community’s 
knowledge and 
awareness. As 
such they will 
not be 
repeated in the 
subsequent 
tables of this 
section of the 
Report. 

 Disseminate information regarding the potential 
impact of various fertilizers, pesticides, 
household cleaners, oil, gas and other potentially 
harmful substances 

 Disseminate information regarding the 
importance of shoreline buffers 

 Disseminate information regarding the care and 
maintenance of septic systems 
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OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
• Participated in Mississippi Lake Plan Implementation 

Steering Group formed out of the former Mississippi Lake 
Technical Advisory Committee which included 
representatives from MOECC, MNRF, LGLHU and local 
municipalities (2016). 

• Responded to questions from the public on various issues. 
Ongoing initiative. 

• Participated in Lake Links Network. Ongoing initiative. 

• Participated in Lanark County Harvest Festival (2018). 
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GOAL: Aquatic Vegetation/Algae 
Work toward achieving a balance of aquatic vegetation to support the ecological needs of the lake and allow for the continued human 

enjoyment of the lake 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Monitor aquatic 
vegetation and 
algae 

Monitor the lake’s algae and aquatic vegetation on a 
regular basis to compile a robust database for examining 
trends and for developing control and management 
strategies 

• Conducted an Ecological Modelling project in 
cooperation with the MVCA and Queen’s University 
(2017 and 2018). 

• Participated in The People, Aquatic Plants and Healthy 
Lakes Project (2015). This collaborative project 
involved Friends of the Tay Watershed Association, 
Carleton University, MVCA, Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority (RVCA) and Rideau Valley 
Conservation Foundation (RVCF).  

• Created PowerPoint presentations and booklet on 
how to identify invasive aquatic species. 

• Created and implemented an Invasive Aquatic Species 
Monitoring program (2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019). 
Ongoing initiative. 

• Attended a Satellite Mapping of Aquatic Vegetation 
presentation (2017). 

• Awarded $2,500 grant from Lanark County Grant 
Program in 2019 to purchase a drone to monitor 
invasive aquatic species growth in the lake. 

• Published articles on MLA website – Introduction to 
Invasive Species, Spiny and Water fleas (2017). 

• Conducted a manual removal of European Frogbit on 
the lake in the Innisville area (2020). 

• Secured grant from Daniel and Susan Gottlieb 
Foundation to conduct an Invasive Species removal on 
the lake and create monitoring areas on the lake for 
Eurasian Water Milfoil (2020/21). 

The RVCA 
Citizen Watch 
program has 
been 
discontinued 

 Promote participation in the Citizen Water Watch 
program 

Monitor and 
investigate causes 
of algae blooms 

Promote the establishment of a Warning, Reporting and 
Recording system for incidents of algae blooms 

• Engaged in discussions with the Ontario Clean Water 
Agency (OWCA), Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks, Health Unit, Town of Carleton 
Place on Blue Green Algae. 

 

 In conjunction with the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change (MOECC) and Leeds, Grenville and 
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OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Lanark District Health Unit (LGLDHU) develop 
improvements to the existing Action Protocol for 
reporting and investigating algae blooms 

• Reported algae blooms to Health Unit. 

• Distributed electronic updates to lake community 
regarding Blue Green Algae blooms on the lake. 

• Investigated sightings of algae blooms and shared 
information with network (MVCA, Health Unit, etc.) 

 

 Encourage research projects to better understand the 
causes and impacts of algae blooms on the lake 

Increase the lake 
community’s level 
of knowledge and 
awareness 
regarding aquatic 
vegetation 

Provide information to the community regarding 
approved means to control or remove excessive 
weeds/vegetation 

• Published articles on the MLA website specific to 
aquatic vegetation, including links to algae and aquatic 
plant education manual and aquatic plant 
identification booklet. 

• Attended Federation of Cottagers Association (FOCA) 
workshops (2015, 2020). 

• Other activities as per italicized items in the table 
(Water Quality) under the objective of Increase the 
lake community’s level of knowledge and awareness 
regarding water quality. 

 

 

 Provide information to the community regarding the 
value of aquatic vegetation to healthy natural 
environments 

 Provide information regarding algae (types, 
appearances, dangers, action to be taken, etc.) 
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GOAL: Water Levels and Flooding 
Work toward community awareness of water level management to sustain natural ecosystems and to minimize risks from flooding 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Monitor water 
levels 

In cooperation with the MVCA, maintain/improve the 
water level monitoring and reporting program currently 
in place on the MLA website 

• Published water level information on MLA website 
(2016-2021). Ongoing initiative. 

• Published flood warning information on MLA website. 

• Established Quick link on the MLA website to water 
level information. 

• Established link on MLA website to water levels and 
flows in the Mississippi watershed. 

• Provided notices in YMM and on Facebook to reflect 
the latest advisories from the MVCA. Ongoing initiative. 

• Completed Mississippi River bottom mapping (2016). 

 

 Encourage the public to subscribe to water level and ice 
alerts via emails from the MLA 

 Maintain a good liaison and dialogue with the MVCA 
regarding water level management policies and 
procedures 

Increase the lake 
community’s level 
of knowledge and 
awareness 
regarding water 
level management 

Provide and disseminate information regarding best 
practices and ‘what to expect’ when living on or near a 
flood plain 

• Other activities as per italicized items in the table 
(Water Quality) under the objective of Increase the 
lake community’s level of knowledge and awareness 
regarding water quality. 
 

 

 Provide and disseminate information regarding natural 
shoreline processes and how to mitigate against erosion 
and flood damage 
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GOAL: Natural Environment 
Work toward maintaining a healthy and diverse ecosystem, including a healthy fishery 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Maintain and 
enhance the 
natural 
environment 

Promote existing programs such as Turtle Watch, Frog 
Watch, and the Canadian Lakes Loon Survey to conduct 
inventories and monitor changes to the flora and fauna 
of the lake 

• Participated in annual Birds Canada Loon Survey (2007, 
2010-2014, 2016-2020) in partnership with the 
Mississippi Valley Field Naturalist (MVFN) group. 
Ongoing initiative. 

• Published articles on the MLA website– Mammals on 
the Lake, Predatory Birds, Wildflowers for Waterfront 
Properties. 
 

 

 Develop similar additional programs to record data on 
other flora and fauna of the lake 

 Develop and distribute educational materials and 
programs on the natural environment of the lake, 
including its wetlands and how to protect and enhance 
them 

 Establish a reporting mechanism on the MLA website 
and encourage the public to report algae blooms, other 
water quality issues and general observations regarding 
the natural environment 

Prevent further 
loss of natural 
shorelines and re-
naturalize altered 
shorelines 

Work with the MVCA to develop an education and 
awareness program about the importance of natural 
shorelines, including buffers between lawns and the 
lakeshore 

• Provided support and promotion of the Natural Edge 
Program sponsored by Watersheds Canada, including 
videos of people who participated in the Program. 
Ongoing initiative. 

• Executed the Love Your Lake program (2016). 

 

 Disseminate information regarding native shoreline 
species and promote re-planting of these species 

Identify and 
protect species at 
risk and their 
habitats 

Liaise with governments and NGOs to secure funding 
and to conduct surveys of species at risk 

• Participated in a survey of Wild Rice on the lake in 
partnership with Plenty Canada. Subsequently, 
participated in harvesting wild rice, again with Plenty 
Canada. 

• Published articles on website - Wild Rice, Blanding’s 
Turtles 

 

 Develop an awareness program to inform the public of 
species at risk and the proper protocols to protect these 
species 

 Establish partnerships with existing programs (e.g, 
Adopt a Pond program with the Toronto Zoo) 

Protect and 
maintain a healthy 
fishery 

Encourage the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry (MNRF) to conduct inventories and research to 
understand better the state of the fisher (populations, 

• Completed Fish Habitat Enhancement project (2017 
and 2018) in partnership with Fisheries and Oceans 
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OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
spawning and other habitats, need and opportunity for 
rehabilitation) 

Recreational Fisheries Conservation Partnership 
Program, Watersheds Canada, the MVCA and the 
Lanark County Stewardship Council.  

• Held a Fishing Activities Town Hall (2017) to collate 
concerns from various lake residents. 

 Develop, in concert with local fishing clubs and 
associations, a public education program about the 
fisher of the lake, including good fishing practices and 
behaviours 

 Request that MNRF provide increased enforcement of 
fishing and ice fishing regulations 

 Engage fishing tournament organizers to formulate 
appropriate rules/regulations to minimize the impact of 
these events on the natural environment and overall 
well being of the lake 
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GOAL: Land Use and Development 
Work toward future development that maintains the character of the lake and that protects the natural environment, water quality and the 

social/recreational features of Mississippi Lake 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Ensure that future 
development on 
the lake takes 
place with minimal 
impact on water 
quality and the 
natural 
environment  

Work with municipalities to develop coordinated 
municipal Official Plans, by-laws and other regulations 
that reflect Lake Plan aims and initiatives 

• Created an MLA Roads Association Committee. 

• Held a Road Association Town Hall (2018) to collate 
concerns regarding issues involving private roads 
around the lake. 

• Environment Chair joined the Carleton Place 
Environmental Advisory Committee (CPEAC) in 2019. 
Subsequently transitioned to the Carleton Place Urban 
Forest and River Corridor (UFRC) in 2020. Ongoing 
initiative. 

• Environment Chair participates in monthly meeting 
with the Stormwater Drinking Water Protection 
Committee. Ongoing initiative. 

• MVCA Manager of Planning and Regulations presented 
at MLA Environment Committee’s meeting (Nov 2018). 
Topic was MVCA’s regulation of shoreline areas. 

• Published information on MLA website regarding 
property permits. 

 

 Sensitize municipalities with the concerns of the 
community regarding development on the lake 

 Lobby for municipal initiative to shape development 
such as tax incentives for Low Impact Development (LID) 
projects 

 Participate in the Official Plan review process of the 
municipalities 

Improve the level 
of coordination of 
Governance across 
the lake 

Work with municipalities to streamline and co-ordinate 
municipal planning provisions, policies, by-laws, and 
regulations and apply these consistently across the lake 

• Created a new position on the MLA BOD – Chair, Road 
Associations. 

• Held Road Association Town Hall (2018). 

• Published Private Roads page on MLA website. Includes 
information on Road Associations, liability, dues and 
Private Roads Equalization Payments (PREP). 

• Environment Chair joined the Carleton Place 
Environmental Advisory Committee (CPEAC) in 2019. 
Subsequently transitioned to the Carleton Place Urban 
Forest and River Corridor (UFRC) in 2020. Ongoing 
initiative. 

• Environment Chair participates in monthly meeting 
with the Stormwater Drinking Water Protection 
Committee. Ongoing initiative. 

 

 Nurture partnerships with the four surrounding 
municipalities, government agencies, and non-
government agencies to ensure a coordinated and 
proactive approach in furthering the goals of the Lake 
Plan  

 Request municipalities to provide the MLA with notices 
of development applications (plans of subdivisions, 
zoning changes, cottage conversions, minor variances, 
and other significant planning applications)   

 Encourage municipalities to promote and cite the Lake 
Plan in their Official Plans 
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OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
• Participated in the MVCA Mississippi River Watershed 

Public Advisory Committee to develop and update their 
Watershed Management Plan (2019,2020, 2021). 
Ongoing initiative. 

• Presented at the 4 municipalities (CP, MM, Beckwith, 
DNE) (2016, 2018). 

• Create a new position on the MLA BOD – Chair, 
Municipal Relations. 
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GOAL: Social and Recreational Activity 
Promote social and recreational activities that respect the natural environment, the residents and users of the lake and help to build a sense of 

community 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN NOTES 
Address overall 
concerns about 
boat traffic and 
conduct of lake 
users  

Establish a broad-based education program with focus 
on safety and respectful lake use, to include: speed 
limits, rules of conduct, management of boat wakes, 
noise abatement, and pollution control 

• Ongoing interaction with the OPP, including a wide 
spectrum of topics dealing with regulations and law 
enforcement on the water and around the lake 

• Installation of a sign at the Carleton Place boat launch 
that provides information on boating and MLA 
activities (buoys, water quality monitoring, invasive 
species), along with a map of the lake. 

• Presentation by the OPP at the 2018 MLA AGM. 

• Hosted a webinar (2020) on the topic of Water Safety. 

• Struck a sub-committee to develop initiatives to 
support Water Safety – advertising campaign, sign 
installation, brochure/postcard. 

• Joined the Safe and Quiet Lakes and Decibel Coalition 
(2020). 

 

 Develop a Code of Conduct brochure for boating and 
lake use, to be distributed widely 

 Work with municipalities, marinas, and boat launch 
owners to help inform the public regarding boating on 
the lake, and to provide additional services such as: 
public washrooms, garbage and toxic waste 
disposal/recycling facilities, and fueling facilities 

 Develop and implement a shoreline maintenance and 
cleanup program 

 Invite the OPP to participate in, and make presentations 
at, MLA sponsored Boat Safety seminars  

 Promote the MLA and the Lake Plan initiatives by 
producing and distributing/selling decals or flags (for 
boats, cars, lakefront flagpoles, etc.)  

Promote light 
pollution reduction 
measures 

Promote awareness of the importance of reducing light 
pollution to the social enjoyment and ecological well-
being of the lake 

  

 Provide educational materials to lake residents and 
users that will help shift lighting habits to improve night 
sky conditions around Mississippi Lake 

 Promote Good Neighbour Lighting practices, including 
the identification of suitable lighting fixtures, and 
appropriate retailers 

 Engage the municipalities to enact bylaws like the 
Mississippi Mills dark sky by-law No. 03-62 (9 Sep 2003) 
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Report Card Summary 
The review of MLA activities against the original goals and objectives of the 2015 Lake Plan reveals the 

following: 

1. All identified goals (water quality, aquatic vegetation/algae, water levels/flooding, natural 

environment, land use and development, social and recreational activity) had associated activity 

and actions undertaken by the MLA. 

2. Several goals (water quality, aquatic vegetation/algae and the natural environment) had 

significant levels of activity undertaken by the MLA while other goals (land use and 

development, for example) had fewer activities undertaken by the MLA. 

3. One objective was not achieved – promote light pollution reduction measures. No activities 

were undertaken to support this objective. 
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Section 3 : Lake Plan Update 
 

Introduction 
In the spring of 2020, the MLA created and published a Values Survey to determine what the priorities of 

the lake community were. The survey was advertised through the MLA website, Your Mississippi 

Minute, Facebook and email and remained open to the public for several months. 

The questionnaire itself is located in Appendix 1 of this document, as are the results of the survey 

(Appendix 2) based on the 89 respondents. At the beginning of the Appendix 2, there is also an 

explanation on how the data was compiled.  

Based on the results of this survey, the MLA Board of Directors has resolved that the following goals, 

objectives and actions become the focus for the next five years – the Mississippi Lake Plan 2021-2025. 
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GOAL 1: Water Quality 
Work toward maintaining high water quality in Mississippi Lake and its inflowing streams to support a healthy natural environment and to 

support the use and enjoyment by residents and neighbours. 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS 
1. Monitor and assess overall 

water quality 
a) Participate in and promote the Lake Partner and Watershed Watch program 

 b) Participate in and promote the Water Rangers water testing program 
 c) Assess current water quality monitoring programs and result and, in consultation with water quality experts, 

develop options as required, to establish a comprehensive water quality monitoring program for the lake 

 d) Assess and report on water quality trends in relation to provincially designed objectives 

 e) Promote research initiatives to better understand the relationships between nutrient concentrations in lake 
water and the growth of algae and aquatic vegetation 

2. Reduce the negative impact of 
surface runoff 

a) Support and promote efforts to maintain and create natural buffers on the lake shore 

 b) Continue to promote the Watersheds Canada Love Your Lake program 

 c) Research and apply as appropriate, available programs to assist communities in continuing ‘best management 
practices’ 

 d) Encourage municipalities to share information regarding planning applications on the lake that may have a 
negative impact on surface water runoff 

3. Increase the public’s and the 
lake community’s level of 
knowledge and awareness of 
water quality issues 

a) Record, interpret and report water quality results to the lake community and public 

 b) Disseminate information regarding the impact of poor septic maintenance on water quality 

 c) Disseminate information regarding the potential impact of various fertilizers, pesticides, household cleaners, oil, 
gas and other potentially harmful substances 

 d) Disseminate information regarding the importance of shoreline buffers 

 e) Encourage the youth of our community to become involved with the MLA, specifically in regard to water quality 
issues 
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GOAL 2: Aquatic Vegetation/Algae 
Work toward achieving a balance of aquatic vegetation to support the ecological needs of the lake and allow for the continued human 

enjoyment of the lake 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS 
1. Monitor aquatic 

vegetation and algae 
a) Monitor the lake’s algae and aquatic vegetation on a regular basis to determine trends and for developing 

control and possible management strategies 

2. Monitor and investigate 
causes of algae blooms 

a) Establish a reporting mechanism on the MLA website and encourage the public to report algae blooms, other 
water quality issues and general observations regarding the natural environment 

 b) In conjunction with various agencies and the District Health Unit attempt to develop improvements to the 
existing Action Protocol for reporting and investigating algae blooms 

 c) Encourage research projects to better understand the causes and impacts of algae blooms on the lake 

3. Monitor invasive aquatic 
species 

a) Conduct regular surveys of invasive species in the lake, including monitoring for new invasive species that may 
enter the lake  

 b) Monitor the extent/progression of invasive species in the lake 

 c) Research and implement, as appropriate, management strategies to help control invasive species in the lake 

4. Increase the public’s and 
the lake community’s 
level of knowledge and 
awareness regarding 
aquatic vegetation 

a) Provide information to the community regarding approved means to control or remove excessive 
weeds/vegetation, invasive species, and algae 

 b) Educate the public on the value of aquatic vegetation for a healthy natural environment 
 

 c) Encourage the youth of our community to become involved with the MLA, specifically in regard to issues on 
aquatic vegetation and algae 

 

 

  



 

24 
 

MISSISSIPPI LAKE PLAN - REPORT CARD AND UPDATE 

GOAL 3: Water Levels and Flooding 
Work toward community awareness of water level management to sustain natural ecosystems and to minimize risks from flooding 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS 
1. Monitor water levels a) In cooperation with the MVCA, maintain/improve the water level monitoring and reporting program currently in 

place on the MLA website 

2. Increase the public’s and lake 
community’s level of 
knowledge and awareness 
regarding water level 
management 

a) Provide and disseminate information regarding best practices and ‘what to expect’ when living on or near a flood 
plain 

 b) Provide and disseminate information regarding natural shoreline processes and how to mitigate against erosion 
and flood damage 

 c) Encourage the youth of our community to become involved with the MLA, specifically in regard to issues on 
water levels and flooding  
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GOAL 4: Natural Environment 
Work toward maintaining a healthy and diverse ecosystem, including a healthy fishery 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS 
1. Promote the value of the 

natural environment 
a) Promote and encourage existing programs such as Turtle Watch, Frog Watch, and the Canadian Lakes Loon 

Survey to conduct inventories and monitor changes to the flora and fauna of the lake 

 b) Develop and distribute educational materials and programs on the natural environment of the lake, including its 
wetlands and how to protect and enhance them 

2. Prevent further loss of natural 
shorelines and re-naturalize 
altered shorelines 

a) Work with the MVCA and other partner organizations to develop an education and awareness program about 
the importance of natural shorelines, including buffers between lawns and the lakeshore (for example, the 
Natural Edge Program) 

 b) Disseminate information regarding native shoreline species and promote re-planting of these species 

3. Identify and promote the 
value of species at risk and 
their habitats 

a) Develop an awareness program to inform the public of species at risk and the proper protocols to protect these 
species 

 b) Promote existing programs that support and protect species at risk (e.g., Adopt a Pond program with the Toronto 
Zoo) 

4. Promote a healthy fishery a) Develop, in concert with local fishing clubs and associations (e.g., Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
[OFAH]), a public education program about the fishery of the lake, including good fishing practices and 
behaviours 

 b) Engage with fishing tournament organizers to formulate appropriate strategies to minimize the impact of these 
events on the natural environment  

5. Increase the public’s and lake 
community’s level of 
knowledge and awareness 
regarding the importance of 
maintaining a healthy and 
diverse ecosystem in and 
around Mississippi Lake 

a) Provide and disseminate information regarding the value of our natural environment and communicate the value 
of naturalizing shorelines 

 b) Provide and disseminate information regarding the value of species at risk and their habitats 

 c) Encourage the youth of our community to become involved with the MLA, specifically in regard to issues on 
protecting the natural environment and species at risk, preventing shoreline erosion and promoting a healthy 
fishery  
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GOAL 5: Land Use and Development 
Work toward future development that maintains the character of the lake and that protects the natural environment, water quality and the 

social/recreational features of Mississippi Lake 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS 
1. Ensure that future 

development on the lake 
takes place with minimal 
impact on water quality and 
the natural environment  

a) Work with municipalities to develop coordinated municipal Official Plans, by-laws and other regulations that 
reflect Lake Plan aims and initiatives 

 b) Sensitize municipalities with the concerns of the community regarding development on the lake 

2. Improve the level of 
coordination of Governance 
across the lake 

a) Nurture partnerships with the four surrounding municipalities, government agencies, and non-government 
agencies to ensure a coordinated and proactive approach in furthering the goals of the Lake Plan  

 b) Request that municipalities provide the MLA with notices of development applications (plans of subdivisions, 
zoning changes, cottage conversions, minor variances, and other significant planning applications)   

 c) Encourage municipalities to promote and cite the Lake Plan in their Official Plans 
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GOAL 6: Social and Recreational Activity 
Promote social and recreational activities that respect the natural environment, the residents and users of the lake and help to build a sense of 

community 

OBJECTIVE PROPOSED ACTIONS 
1. Address overall concerns 

about boat traffic and conduct 
of lake users  

a) Develop a broad-based education program with a focus on safety and respectful lake use, to include, at a 
minimum: speed limits, rules of conduct, management of boat wakes, use of non-motorized watercraft, 
swimmer and dock safe behaviours, noise abatement, garbage and debris in the lake and on the shoreline 

 b) Work with municipalities, marinas, and boat launch owners to help inform the public regarding safe boating 
practices to be used on the lake 

2. Maintain the cautionary buoy 
program 

a) Deploy marker buoys around the lake to identify known and existing hazards at the beginning of each boating 
season 

 b) Encourage the lake community to provide information on new or unidentified hazards 

3. Address concerns about 
internet access and speed 

a) Research available service providers and provide information to the lake community 

4. Address concerns about wells 
and septic systems 

a) Research and provide information to the lake community on safe and best practices with respect to wells and 
septic systems 

 b) Partner with other organizations promoting safe wells and septic systems 

5. Create opportunities for social 
events/gatherings for the lake 
community 

a) Coordinate activities that involve the lake community (e.g., paddle events, hockey tournaments, etc.) 

6. Communicate with the lake 
community and share 
information 

a) Maintain and update the current ways that the MLA communicates with its membership and the lake community 
(e.g., website, Your Mississippi Minute, Facebook) 

 b) Explore new methods of communicating with the MLA membership, the youth in our community and the lake 
community 
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Appendices 
 

Located in this section are the following appendices 

• The Spring 2020 Values Survey Questionnaire 

• Summary Results of the Values Survey Questionnaire  
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Appendix 1 - Questionnaire 
 

Dear Lake Lovers, 

In 2014 the Mississippi Lakes Association (MLA) initiated a Value Survey to learn about you, your 

interests and concerns regarding living or spending time around Mississippi Lake. All your responses, 

and suggestions helped to form the basis of our Lake Plan, which was launched at our Annual General 

Meeting in 2015. For more information about our Lake Plan, please visit our website: 

https://www.mlakes.org/lake-plan-2015. 

We are now almost 5 years down the road and we thought we should touch base with you again, to find 

out if anything has changed and what, if any, new concerns and priorities may have surfaced for you 

during these years.  

The MLA is therefore very excited to present you with our 2020 Survey and we truly hope you will take 

some time to complete it. As you know the MLA is a not-for-profit organization and your responses will 

help us determine how we can best serve our Lake community. 

We thoroughly appreciate your time and look forward to receiving your response. 

With warm regards, 

Rob Bell, 

President 

Mississippi Lakes Association 

  

https://www.mlakes.org/lake-plan-2015
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GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS 

This first section asks some general questions to help us understand who you are and how you spend 

your time at the Lake. 

 

1. When at the Lake you are: 

• A property owner 

• A renter 

• A visitor  

• Other (please specify)  

 

2. Do you own a business on the Lake? 

• Yes  

o What type of business do you operate at the Lake? (open field) 

• No 

 

3. When at the Lake, I stay in: 

• My year-round home 

• My cottage 

• A rental cabin 

• My own trailer 

• A rental trailer 

• Other (please specify)  

• NA 

 

4. In what area of the Lake are you located? Please select one response from the selections below. 

 

5. How many years have you been living, renting or visiting the Lake? (open field) 

 

6. When are you usually at the Lake? Please select any that apply. 

• Spring 

• Summer 

• Fall 

• Winter 

• Year Round 

 

7. What activities do you enjoy at the Lake? Please select any that apply. 

• Motor Boating 

• Canoeing 

• Kayaking 

• Sailing 

• Water Skiing 
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• Jet Skiing 

• Tubing 

• Swimming 

• Walking/Hiking 

• Camping 

• Fishing 

• Hunting 

• ATVing 

• Ice Fishing 

• Snowmobiling 

• Winter Skiing 

• Skating 

• Relaxing (reading, gardening, etc.) 

• Other (please specify) 

 

8. I/we own: 

• A motorized watercraft (pontoon, motor, jet ski, etc.) 

• A non-motorized watercraft (kayak, canoe, sailboat, etc.) 

• Both 

• None of the above 

 

9. Where do you launch your boat? 

• On my own property 

• Public boat launch 

• Marina 

• NA 

• Other (please specify) 
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ENVIRONMENT 

The second section of the survey focuses on the environment and will help one of our most active 

committees – the Environment Committee - determine different projects to focus on in the years to 

come. It also includes some questions related to the Love Your Lake program which we were involved 

with in 2016. 

 

10. Please rate how important you think each of the following environmental initiatives are to 

Mississippi Lake and to you. (Scale of 1-5 – 1 being not at all / 5 being very concerned) 

• Monitoring and testing water quality 

• Monitoring water levels 

• Conducting loon surveys 

• Monitoring invasive aquatic species 

• Managing/removing invasive aquatic species 

• Monitoring and testing for algae 

• Reporting on Blue Green Algae 

• Promoting shoreline naturalization projects 

• Minimizing tree and vegetation removal 

• Reducing shoreline erosion 

• Encouraging wildlife protection initiatives 

• Maintaining wetland areas 

• Protecting night skies  

• Maintaining fish habitat 

• Maintaining fish stocks 

• Protecting and preserving wetlands 

• Creating opportunities for people to engage in Citizen Science projects that would benefit 

the Lake (for example, Water Rangers, Bird Counts, Turtle Tally, etc.) 

• Other (please specify) 

 

11. Have you heard of other environmental projects on other Lakes that you think the MLA should 
investigate? (open field) 

 
12. Would you be interested in attending a public townhall focused on environmental issues regarding 

the Lake? 

• Yes 

• No 

• Not sure 
 
 
In 2016 the MLA completed the Love Your Lake Program which involved conducting surveys of the 

shoreline of the Lake. 

13. Did you receive your copy of the Report? 

• Yes 

o If ‘Yes’ this question is asked… 
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o Did you take any action on the results for your property? 

 Yes  

• If ‘Yes’ this is asked…. 

o Please provide a brief description of what you did (open 

field) 

 No 

• If ‘No’ is the response this question is asked 

o Is there a reason why you didn’t take any action? 

• No 

 

14. Did you engage with the Natural Edge team to do any shoreline plants? 

• Yes 

• No 

• NA 

 

15. Would you like see a follow up survey conducted? 

• Yes 

• No 
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BOATING AND RECREATION 

Our Boating and Recreation Committee has been deploying buoys in the Lake for many years now. How 
important is this activity to you? And, should this Committee be thinking about some social and 
recreational activities? Let us know by answering these questions. 
 
 
16. Every year, the MLA deploys close to 50 cautionary buoys in the Lake. How important is this 

cautionary marker buoy program to you? (Scale of 1-5 – 1 being not important, 5 being very 
important) 

 

17. Please rate how concerned you are about each of the following boating and recreation issues. (Scale 

of 1-5 – 1 being not at all / 5 being very concerned) 

• The number of fishing tournaments 

• Monitoring fishing tournaments  

• Boat traffic 

• Boat speed 

• Boat noise 

• Snowmobile traffic 

• Snowmobile speed 

• Access to public boat launching facilities 

• Maintenance of public boat launching facilities 

• Debris left on the Lake at the end of the winter season 

• Other (please specify) 

 
18. Would you be interested in any of the following recreational/social activities on the Lake? (Yes, No 

response for each) 
 

• Paddle events 

• Wakeboard/waterski-fest 

• Holiday flotilla events 

• Canada Day fireworks display 

• Mid-winter pond-hockey tournament 

• Curling bonspiel  

• Other (please specify) 
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LIVING ON THE LAKE 

There are always a number of issues that our Lake community is concerned about. We’ve kept track of a 

few of these items and would love to hear if there are any others that you would like to see the MLA 

consider for the future. 

 

19. What concerns do you have about the day-to-day aspects of living around the Lake? Please rate how 

concerned you are about these issues.  (Scale of 1-5 – 1 being not at all 5 very concerned) 

 

• The health of septic systems 

• Engaging municipalities in septic inspection programs 

• Residential development 

• Commercial development 

• Public access to the Lake 

• Internet access and speed 

• Terrestrial TV reception 

• Property safety and security 

• Health of private wells 

• Other (please specify) 
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PRIVATE ROADS 
 

A couple of years ago we established a new committee – Private Roads – to help focus our efforts on 
issues and concerns affecting those living on private roads. Let us know your thoughts about life on a 
private road and what the MLA can do to help represent your concerns. 
 
20. Do you live on a Private Road? 

• Yes  

• No 

• Not sure 

 

21. Are you a member of a Road Association? 

• Yes 

o If “Yes” this question would be asked 

 Which one? (open field) 

• No 

 

22. Please rate how important you think each of the following road initiatives are to Mississippi Lake 

and to you. (Scale of 1-5 – 1 being not at all / 5 being very concerned) 

• Providing information on Road Associations 

• Advocating for private road equalization programs 

• Connecting Road Associations to each other 

• Other (please specify) 
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COMMUNICATIONS  
 

Communicating and sharing information about what we do is important and we want to ensure that we 
are reaching everyone using the right communication tools. Take a moment to complete these 
questions and let us know if we are communicating to you in the best manner possible. 
 
23. In what way do you interact with the MLA? Please select any that apply. 

• Member 

• Donor 

• Advertiser 

• Volunteer 

• Attendee at AGMs and Townhalls 

• Subscriber to Your Mississippi Minute (YMM) 

• User of the MLA website  

• Follower of the MLA on social media (for example, Facebook) 

• Other (please specify) 
 
24. Please rate how important you think each of the following communication initiatives are to you. 

(Scale of 1-5 – 1 being not at all / 5 being very concerned) 

• Providing information on the MLA website 

• Publishing the Your Mississippi Minute (YMM) 

• Communicating using our Facebook Account 

• Setting up a booth at local fairs 

• Advocating to municipal governments on behalf of the Lake 

• Publishing State of the Lake Reports 

• Hosting townhalls on topics of specific interest 
 
 
25. Would you be interested in seeing the MLA communicate with you using other types of 

communication tools? 

• Yes 

o If “Yes” ask… 

 How would you like the MLA to communicate with you? 

• Instagram 

• Twitter 

• Email 

• Traditional postal mail 

• Flyer/Newsletter 

• Other (please specify) 

• No  
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SUMMARY QUESTIONS 

And here is the last set of questions. These are general questions that just don’t fit in any of the other 

categories. Another minute or two and you’ll be done the survey! 

 

26. Are there any activities that you feel the MLA should not be involved with? (open field) 

 

27. Are there any activities that you feel the MLA should be involved with that we are not currently 

doing? (open field) 

 

28. Are you interested in becoming a volunteer with the MLA? 

• Yes 

o If “yes” ask 

 Are there specific projects of interest to you? (open field) 

• No 

 

29. Are you currently a member of the Mississippi Lakes Association? 

• Yes 

• No  

o If “No” response ask 

 Would you like to become one? 

• Yes (please provide information on the best way to contact you) 

• No 

 

30. Would you like to hear about the survey results? 

• Yes 

o If “Yes”  

• Please provide your email address 

• No  

 
31. At the current membership cost of $10.00 per year, how much value do you feel the MLA delivers as 

a Not-For-Profit volunteer organization? (scale of 1-5, 1 being no value, 5 being excellent value) 
 
 
32. Are there are any additional comments you would like to share with the MLA (open field) 
 
33. Would you allow the MLA to contact you for additional information?  

• Yes  
o Email Address 
o Phone Number 

• No 
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Appendix 2: Summary of Survey Results 
 

Methodology: 

1. For questions requiring a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ response, the total percentage of respondents indicating 

either a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ majority response are noted. 

2. For open-ended questions, the top 5 responses are shown. 

3. For questions that required respondents to rate an item, the top two selections (5-very 

concerned and 4–moderately concerned) were combined to provide a total percentage of 

respondents. 

4. Results for rating questions are shown in descending order of respondent answers. 

5. All percentages were rounded to the nearest number.  

6. For open-ended questions requiring written responses, the responses have been consolidated 

into key themes or similar ideas. 

 

GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS 

  Item % of 
respondents 

Property Owners 92 
Year-round Home 59 

Cottagers 36 

Business on lake: No 100 
Location on the Lake: 

• Beck Shore 

• Pretties Island 

• Lake Park 

• Squaw Point 

• Ebbs Bay 

 
8 
7 
4 
4 
3 

Living, renting or visiting the Lake: 

• 50 or more years 

• 20 to 49 years 

• 11 to 19 years 

• 6 to 10 years 

• 1 to 5 years 

 
12 
23 
8 
5 
2 

Activities at the Lake: 

• Relaxing (reading, gardening, etc.) 

• Swimming 

• Canoeing, Kayaking, Sailing 

• Motor Boating 

• Walking/Hiking 

• Fishing 

• Water sports (water/jet ski, paddleboarding) 

 
87 
84 
77 
72 
67 
54 
49 
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  Item % of 
respondents 

• Others included: skating, ice fishing, ATVing, snowmobiling, hunting, 
camping and winter skiing 

Watercraft Ownership: 

• Both motorboat and non-motorized craft 

• Only non-motorized 

• Only motorized 

 
54 
25 
17 

Boat Launching: 

• On owned property 

• Public Launch 

• Marina 

 
53 
26 
11 

Other concerns: 

• No Wake Zones 

• Number of Seadoos on Lake 

• Boat noise at night 

 
12 
12 
6 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Item % of 
respondents 

Rating of environmental issues  

1. Monitoring and testing water quality 97 

2. Monitoring water levels 91 
3. Reporting on Blue Green Algae 91 

4. Monitoring and managing invasive species 90 

5. Monitoring and testing for algae 89 

6. Maintaining fish habitats and fish stocks 88 
7. Encouraging wildlife protection initiatives 82 

8. Reducing shoreline erosion 81 

9. Protecting and preserving wetland areas 79 
10. Conducting loon surveys 73 

11. Promoting shoreline naturalization programs 71 

12. Protecting night skies 65 

13. Creating opportunities to engage in Citizen Science  62 
Other Concerns/Comments: 

• Testing for pesticides 

• Testing for microplastics 

• Turtle Tally 

• Walleye stocking 

• MLA should not be involved in septic stuff 

• Residential development should be permitted 

• Control of fireworks 

• Municipality should take care of our roads 

• Flooding 

• No increase to public access points 

• Increasing non-motorized craft on the lake 

• Sound reduction 

• Keep people from camping on islands 

• Return to weed cutting 

• Phragmites 

• Ban fireworks 

• Ban Pro Bass tournaments 

• Fish counts 

 
 

Interest in Environmental Townhall: Yes 64 
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LOVE YOUR LAKE PROGRAM 

Item % of 
respondents 

Got copy of Report: Yes 57 

Took action based on Report: Yes 50 

Support a follow up Love Your Lake Survey: Yes 75 
What was done to property 

• Planting of trees, shrubs 

• Engaged Natural Edge 

• Gel cloth and riprap 

• Seeding of wildflowers 

65 

 

  



 

43 
 

MISSISSIPPI LAKE PLAN - REPORT CARD AND UPDATE 

BOATING AND RECREATION 

Item % of 
respondents 

Importance of buoy program – very important and important 88 

Rating of boating and recreation issues  

1. Debris left on lake at end of winter season 78 
2. Boat speed 71 

3. Boat noise 66 

4. Monitoring fishing tournaments 65 
5. Boat traffic 63 

6. Number of fishing tournaments 58 

7. Maintenance of public boat launch facilities 51 
8. Access to public boat launch facilities 47 

9. Snowmobile speed 27 

10. Snowmobile traffic 16 

Other concerns: 

• No Wake Zones 

• Number of Seadoos on Lake 

• Boat noise at night 

• Restrictions on motorized boating 

• Speed of motorized watercraft 

• More buoy markings of hazardous areas 

 
 

Interest in other events: Yes  
1. Paddle Events/Regatta 92 

2. Mid-Winter Pond-Hockey Tournament 92 

3. Curling Bonspiel 90 
4. Canada Day Fireworks Display 88 

5. Holiday Flotilla 81 

6. Wakeboard/Waterski Fest 57 

7. Other Events 
a. Ice races 
b. Snowmobile drag races 
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LIVING ON THE LAKE 

Item % of 
respondents 

Rating of living on the lake issues  

1. Internet access and speed 79 

2. Health or contamination of private wells 71 
3. Commercial development 71 

4. Health/age/effectiveness of septic systems 65 

5. Property safety and security 65 

6. Residential development 63 
7. Engaging municipalities in septic inspection programs 58 

8. Public access to the Lake 53 

9. Over the air TV reception 28 
Other concerns: 

• MLA should not be involved in septic stuff 

• Residential development should be permitted 

• Control of fireworks 

• Municipality should take care of our roads 

• Flooding 

• No increase to public access points 

• Care of our roads and municipalities 
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PRIVATE ROADS 

Item % of 
respondents 

Live on a private road: Yes 78 

Member of private road association: Yes 63 

Which road association: 

• Beck Shore 

• Squaw Point & Squaw Point Road Association 

• PIPOA 

• Rathwell Shore 

• Ebbs Bay 

 
12 
18 
8 
4 
4 

Rating of private road issues  
1. Providing information of interest/concern to Road Associations 69 

2. Advocating for private road equalization programs 64 

3. Connecting Road Association to each other 53 

Other concerns: 

• Planting trees along roadways as screens 

• Townships and safe access for roads 

• Organize retainer services for road maintenance resulting in better rates 

• Property standards, size, design and cleanliness 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

Item % of 
respondents 

Interaction with the MLA: 

• User of MLA website 

• Member 

• Follower on Facebook 

• Subscriber to Your Mississippi Minute 

• Attendee at AGM and Townhalls   

 
65 
58 
58 
48 
31 

Rating of communication initiatives  

1. Providing information on the website 84 

2. Advocating to municipal governments on behalf of the lake 81 
3. Publishing State of the Lake Reports 74 

4. Publishing the e-newsletter Your Mississippi Minute 70 

5. Facebook 55 

6. Hosting townhall meetings on various topics 48 
7. Setting up a booth at local fairs 16 

Interested in other ways of communication:  

• Email 

• Flyer/Newsletter 

• Instagram 

• Twitter 

• Traditional postal mail 

 
42 
13 
6 
2 
1 

Other concerns: 

• If we want to do better, we need to raise the membership fee 
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MISSISSIPPI LAKE PLAN - REPORT CARD AND UPDATE 

FINAL QUESTIONS 

Item % of 
respondents 

Are there any activities the MLA should not be involved with: 

• No / I Don’t Know / Not at Present 

• Policing/snitching and finding problems with landowners / pot or alcohol /  

 
74 
1 

Are there any activities the MLA should be involved with and currently isn’t: 

• No / I Don’t Know / Not at Present / Not Really 

• Single responses 
o Engaging with existing camping, trailer parks, businesses on lake 
o Fishing derbys  
o Property design and sizing standards – influence the townships 

permit standards, influence fair tax base  
o Enforcing firework laws / value of municipal service based on 

taxation gained around the lake / reducing property taxes / 
o Removal of overgrown weed areas  
o Restricting the number of bass tournaments 

 
74 
1 

Interest in becoming a volunteer:  

• No 

• Yes 

 
64 
36 

Currently a member of the MLA: 

• Yes 

• No 

 
71 
29 

Value of membership at current cost of $10.00 (excellent to moderate value) 81 

Additional comments: 

• Keep up the great job 

• Help the MLA through localized association 

• Service expansion worth $20.00 

• Thank you 

 

Interested in other ways of communication:  

• Email 

• Flyer/Newsletter 

• Instagram 

• Twitter 

• Traditional postal mail 

 
42 
13 
6 
2 
1 

Other concerns: 

• If we want to do better, we need to raise the membership fee 
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